Successful ovariectomy in a dog with Glanzmann thrombasthenia.
Ovariectomy was performed in a 7-month-old Great Pyrenees with a severe congenital bleeding disorder. A diagnosis of Glanzmann thrombasthenia, a rare, congenital bleeding disorder characterized by a functional platelet defect, was later confirmed by isolation of genomic DNA from blood and amplification of exon 13 and intron 13 of the gene encoding for platelet glycoprotein subunit alphaIIb. Perioperative management consisted of administration of platelet-rich plasma prior to surgery and the use of high-frequency electrocoagulation to minimize tissue trauma. In addition, ovariectomy, rather than ovariohysterectomy, was performed to minimize surgical exposure required and manipulation of the urogenital tract. Results in this dog suggest that a combination of preoperative transfusion with functional platelets and use of techniques to minimize tissue trauma may allow abdominal surgery to be performed successfully in dogs with functional platelet disorders.